EVELYN'S  FRIENDS
every minute detail of the servants* quarters of the
stables and outhouses is given, together with their
cost, and the functions described of the chaplain, of
"the ancient woman to dress the meat/5 and of each
person who was to assist. Of course there was to be a
garden, indeed, a physic garden, a kitchen garden,
an orchard, an olitory garden, a conservatory, a
bowling green and various other enrichments of
the surroundings which he knew well how to describe.
Here were to assemble "some small number together
who would resign themselves to live profitably and
sweetly together.'5
Oliver Cromwell having died not many months
previously, the state of public confusion and the
hopes of the restoration of the King occupied public
attention to the exclusion of all else. Even Evelyn's
attention was distracted from the mathematical
college, of which nothing more was heard. His
elaboration of this scheme is a striking instance of
his power of detachment in the midst of the dis-
turbing turmoil of public events.
The second letter concerns Robert Boyle's book on
Seraphic Love, which Evelyn saw before its publication
in 1660. He writes that it ais indited with a pen
snatched from the wing of a seraphim." He defends
conjugal felicity with a wealth of instances and
quotations. But he pauses in his argument to say:
"But, dear sir, mistake me not all this while, for I
make not this recital as finding the least period in
your most excellent discourse prejudicial to the
conjugal state; or that I have the vanity to imagine
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